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been made in this and in the previous section. In its early
labors the papal see made certain demands of conformity to
Roman practice which it learned later to abandon. Thus,
at the Synod of Diamper (1599), not only was celibacy
made binding on the Malabar Catholic clergy, but priests
already married were required to divorce their wives. The
Malabar Catholic Church is at present governed directly
by three resident apostolic vicars, sent from Rome, and
thus is not organically connected either with the Syrian
Chaldean Church, formed by a split among the Nestorians
of the near East, or with the Syrian Catholic Church, de-
rived from the Jacobite Church, to which the non-united
Syrians of Malabar are now nominally subject. The term
Chaldean was applied to individual converts from this body
as early as 1445, soon after the Council of Florence. At this
council a closer papal union with the Maronites was effected.
The present line of Nestorian Catholic or Chaldean pa-
triarchs of Babylon began in 1681, but previously there
had been individual patriarchs who acknowledged papal
authority. The beautiful Armenian Catholic Convent at
Venice witnesses to the zeal of Mechitar, a pervert from the
Armenian Church, who became active at the very beginning
of the eighteenth century in trying to reconcile the Arme-
nian Church to the papal see. The establishment of the
Armenian Catholic Community at Constantinople was not
accomplished without a bitter struggle with the old Grego-
rian Armenians. The Porte took first one side and then
the other, issuing decrees of banishment against the papal
missionaries and the old Armenians alternately. For many
years the new community was under the spiritual jurisdic-
tion of a Latin archbishop, but owing to pressure from the
French Government the Porte in 1829 finally authorized
ecclesiastical autonomy under a chief styled Patriarch of
Cilicia.1 The Coptic Catholic Church, formed in 1782, has
a patriarch resident in Alexandria. The united Abyssinians
are subject to a Latin apostolic vicar, resident among them.
1A valuable account of the formation of the Roman Catholic Arme-
nian community may be found in the "Turkish Empire," vol. II,
pp. 133-152, by R. R. Madden (London, 1862).

